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On July 1, 2014, the International Oromo Youth Association and the Advocates for Human 

Rights submitted a detailed report to the Pre-Sessional Working Group of the Committee on the 

Rights of the Child. The report identified numerous human rights violations of the rights of 

children under the age of 18 in Ethiopia. The report concluded that ethnic identity is a major risk 

factor—children belonging to certain ethnic groups such as the Oromo face severe discrimination 

and rights violations. The report specifically focuses on human rights violations that followed the 

recent peaceful protests that occurred across schools in the Oromia region. Other issues 

pertaining to liberty, security, privacy, freedom of expression and association, family, basic 

health and welfare, education, and leisure and cultural activities were also included in the report. 

 

On July 17, 2014, IOYA received a letter of invitation to present the report at the closed session 

for the Committee on the Rights of the Child, part of the UN Human Rights Office in Geneva, 

Switzerland on Friday, September 26, 2014. IOYA will be sending two representatives from the 

executive board. Human Rights attorney Amy Berquist of the Advocates for Human Rights and 

IOYA president Amane Badhasso will present the report at the closed session and answer 

questions posed by the committee. In addition to the report, representatives of both organizations 

will have weeklong opportunity to meet with UN organizations and other NGO’s while in 

Geneva.  

 

This is indeed a huge step for Oromos and other groups across the globe who have tirelessly 

worked to expose human rights violations in Ethiopia, particularly those against Oromo students. 

None of this would be possible without the financial contribution of Oromo Communities and 

individual donors. We are very grateful for the generous support and assistance provided to 

IOYA throughout the planning process. 

 

We believe in the rule of law and implementation of human rights, as well as protection of all 

groups against violations of freedoms granted to all persons.  

 

Sincerely,  

IOYA Board 


