
 

                                 Joint Statement from Ogaden Liberation Front (ONLF ), Sidama Liberation Front 

(SLF) and  Oromo Liberation Front(OLF) 

The Tigray dictatorial ruling class was built on excessive military power. The regime indulged the 

country into extreme poverty. The corruption of the ruling class was one of the main machinery that 

put the country into the highest level of economic inequalities where the few members of the ruling 

class became the richest and the majority of the citizens are unable to even earn their daily 

bread.  This high level of inequality resulted into absolute poverty, migration and loss of lives of 

hundreds of thousands of people. Today hundreds of thousands of Ethiopian people are living in 

hunger and insecurity in their own country.  Some are cherished in Sahara desert and Mediterranean 

Sea while they were trying to escape from unfair and abusive government. 

For the last 24 years, since the Tigray ruling class  came to power, the corruption, displacement of 

people and human rights abuses have increased with the tremendous speed. These miseries darken 

the political space and eradicated people’s hope for democracy. The Ethiopian people have been 

denied political freedom and rights of expression of their opinions. In this current regime, it is a 

crime to have different political opinion rather than supporting the Tigray ruling class’s party. The 

Ethiopian regime recorded highest level of Human rights abuses, killings, and intimidations not only 

in African continent but also in the world. 

The Tigray ruling class came to power with military force; it has built its dictatorial regime on military 

power and will continue to do so. One party dictatorship rule was the vision they had from the very 

beginning. They proved their vision within the last 24 years. In the future, they want to rule Ethiopia 

under one party dictatorship rule. The Tigray ruling class never listened to the Ethiopian people, nor 

willing to listen in the future. The responses to peoples’ questions were imprisonments, tortures and 

killings. 

The main priority for the Tigray ruling class is to stay on power. One of the strategies they designed 

to stay on power is to carry out fake election every five years. The last four elections proved that the 

ruling class is the most dictatorial regime on the planet. This 5th election that will take place on May 

24, 2015 is not different from the previous elections. This election will not make any change to the 

political system and democracy in the country but it is only to renew the power of the ruling class for 

the next 5 years. This election is not democratic and not expected to fulfil the interest of the 

Ethiopian people. The election board is established by the current ruling class; the so called 

participating political parties are not treated fairly; the members of the opposition parties are 

arrested, harassed and beaten; the election process do not follow the democratic principle. 

Therefore, one can easily to judge the outcome of such unfair and sham election. 

The Ethiopian people were struggling for peace and democracy for several years. Among the people 

struggling for their rights the Ogaden, Sidama and Oromo people were on the forefront. The 

Ogaden, Sidama and Oromo people were struggling for many years and made huge sacrifices to 

regain their freedom and democracy. The Ogaden, Sidama and Oromo people were not struggling to 

gain nominal seats in dictatorial government system but to become free from a century long 



 

political, economic and social domination. This objective cannot be achieved through participating in 

the election organised by the dictatorial ruling class. 

Particularly to the Ogaden, Sidama and Oromo youngsters and students, you have made significant 

sacrifices to move our freedom and democracy struggle forward. In order to make your sacrifices 

yield a fruit, you must continue your struggle for freedom and democracy. Participating in this fake 

election means that you forget the sacrifices your brothers and sisters made. Participating in this 

election means that you’re building the power of your perpetrators. From many years’ experience, 

the ONLF, SLF and OLF know the plan and behaviour the Tigray ruling class. The ONLF, SLF and OLF 

know that this regime is not prepared to leave its position even if they lose the election, which is 

unlikely within the current election process. 

Therefore, we want to inform the Ethiopian people in general and the Ogaden, Sidama and Oromo 

people in particular, that this election stands only to serve the Tigray ruling class and to keep them in 

power for the next five years. This election does not fulfils the interest of the Ethiopian people and 

do not lead to peace, stability and economic development of the country. The Ogaden Liberation 

Front (ONLF ), Sidama Liberation Front (SLF)& Oromo Liberation Front(OLF) once again want to 

remind that our people should not mispleaded by this fake election. Particularly to the Ogaden, 

Sidama and Oromo people, you are the first target of the Tigray ruling class; the power and strength 

of this regime works against you. Hence, the ONLF, SLF and OLF remind you to stay away from any 

activity, including the current election that build the Tigray regime and keep them in power. 

Victory to the people! 
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