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6 July 2015 

Press Release 
 

Re: We wish the planned visit will not send the wrong message to the dictators 
 

Advocacy for Oromia, a non-profit organization incorporated in Australia, to advocate for 

human rights and for social justice, would like to address the planned visit of US President 

Barack Obama to Ethiopia in July 2015. We respect the policy of the United States whose 

foreign policy in principle is committed to promoting the ideals of human rights, the rule of 

law, and democracy. However, we strongly entreaty to the USA to cautiously assess that 

such visit will never send the wrong message to the dictators as we are extremely 

concerned about the human rights abuses in Oromia.  

For over six thousand years, the Oromo people maintained a unique national identity 

distinct from the national identity of Abyssinia. In 1900, the Abyssinian rulers invaded the 

land of Oromo people and embarked on a policy of occupation and oppression that 

seriously threatens the continued survival of the unique cultural and religious identity of the 

Oromo people. Tragically, a world that condemns colonialism has largely ignored Abyssinia’s 

occupation of Oromo land. The human cost to the Oromo people has been of tragic 

proportions. Hundreds of thousands of Oromo’s were killed outright or died as the result of 

aggression, torture or starvation. Over 8,000 sacred places and centre of Gadaa were 

destroyed. 

In fact, the Oromo people have been mainly targeted for elimination and repression 

because they are the largest nation in East Africa. Several organisations such as Amnesty 

International and Human Rights Watch have said Oromo political refugees have been 

attacked or killed in Ethiopia due to their identity and political views. At the end of 2014 

Amnesty international released detailed report “'Because I am Oromo': Sweeping 

repression in the Oromia ... Between 2011 and 2014, at least 5000 Oromos have been 

arrested.”1  

The repression of the Oromo people in their own land continues to this day and compounds 

the illegitimacy of the Abyssinian rule. Abyssinia denies the Oromo people’s right to 

democratically elect their own political representatives. Oromos are aggressively prevented 

from freely pursuing their religious practices. Abyssinian policies have encouraged 

Abyssinian settlers to the point where Oromos have become a minority in many areas of 

Oromo lands. Major economic development decisions for Oromia are made in Abyssinian 

policy makers and benefit Abyssinian settlers and officials more than Oromo’s. Oromia’s 

                                                           
1
 http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/ethiopia-ethnic-oromos-arrested-tortured-and-killed-state-relentless-

repression-dissent-2014-10 
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natural resources are being exploited and its environment seriously imperilled with little 

regard for the wishes of the Oromo people. 

Mr. President, 

As the leader of a great country that subscribes to the principles of democracy and 

fundamental rights and liberties for all human beings, we believe you do not ignore the 

struggle of Oromo people that have demonstrated peaceful resistance against the 

Abyssinian occupation. Their struggle is manly nonviolent and worthy of our special 

attention. Indeed, in 1991, the international community clearly observed the Oromo 

freedom movement when the historical charter was adopted in Finfinne, Oromia.   

However, the 1991 promise of democratization has been subverted. Since then, Ethiopia 

has been ruled by the minority regime that has been engaging in sham elections. Since 1992 

Oromo prisoners have been predominantly populated Ethiopian prisons and other 

detention places in which these camps speak Afaan Oromo as testified by many prisoners. 

Therefore, we kindly request the United States of America:  

1. As a member of the UN Security Council, to put maximum pressure on Ethiopian 

Government in its capacity to bring an end of such extensive human right violations 

occurring in Oromia.  

2. To recognize that Oromo land is occupied by the Abyssinian and demand the 

cessation of practices that deprive the Oromo people of their basic human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, 

3. To set an example by supporting struggle of Oromo people for the right to self-

determination, and 

4. To urgently consult UNHCR and other international aid agencies to rescue the most 

vulnerable Oromo refugees. 

We believe that your visit will not send the wrong message to the dictators with grotesque 

violations of human and democratic rights across the globe.  

We also believe that you will consider our appealing letter to support the cause of Oromo 

people that has continued for freedom, peace, tolerance, human rights, and equality 

throughout the region.   

Advocacy for Oromia 
6 July 2015 
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